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SUBJECT: VISIT OF AMERICAN RUGBY TEAM TO RHODESIA 

1 . AMERICAN RUGBY TEAM CURRENTLY TOURING SOUTH AFRICA 
INTENDS TO PLAY ONE GAME IN RHODESIA ON OR ABOUT AUGUST 

1 1 . ACCORDING TO OFFICIALS OF U.S. RUGBY UNION, TEAM WOULD 
FLY INTO RHODESIA UPON COMPLETION OF SOUTH AFRICA TOUR 
FOR AFTERNOON GAME AND LEAVE SAME EVENING FOR LONDON. 
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2. IF QUESTIONED BY PRESS OR OTHERS ABOUT TEAM'S 
VISIT TO RHODESIA POST SHOULD RESPOND THAT: 

- TEAM HAS NO ASSOCIATION WITH AND RECEIVES NO SUPPORT 
FROM THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT; 

- USG OFFICIALS DISCOURAGED TEAM FROM TRAVELING 
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TO RHODESIA; AND 

- THAT THIS CONSISTENT WITH USG POLICY WHICH SINCE MAY 
1976 HAS DISCOURAGED AMERICAN TRAVEL TO RHODESIA, OWING 
TO UNSETTLED CONDITIONS THERE AND TO THE LACK OF US 
DIPLOMATIC OR CONSULAR REPRESENTATION, WHICH PRECLUDES 
THE ASSISTANCE NORMALLY FURNISHED BY THE USG TO ITS 
CITIZENS ABROAD. 

3. IF QUESTIONED FURTHER YOU SHOULD NOTE THAT WHILE 
TRAVEL TO RHODESIA BY U.S. CITIZENS IS DISCOURAGED, IT 
IS NOT PROHIBITED UNDER U.S. LAW. 

4. FYI: WE UNDERSTAND FROM OUR CONVERSATIONS WITH U.S. 

RUGBY OFFICIALS THAT, AS OF SEVERAL DAYS AGO, TRIP TO 
RHODESIA WAS STILL TENTATIVE. TEAM MEMBERS ARE PARTICU- 
LARLY APPREHENSIVE OVER QUESTION OF THEIR PERSONAL SECURITY. 
IT IS POSSIBLE THAT TEAM OFFICIAL MIGHT CONTACT EMBASSY 

OR CONSULAR OFFICIALS FOR LATEST ASSESSMENT OF SITUATION 
IN RHODESIA. IF CONTACTED, EMBOFFS SHOULD BE AS ACCURATE 
AS POSSIBLE IN DESCRIBING SITUATION, AND CLEARLY 
REITERATE DEPARTMENT'S POSITION THAT TRAVEL TO RHODESIA 
IS INADVISABLE. CHRISTOPHER 
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